
  

QStart for Active Directory delivers a fast track solution 
to enable your organisation to ensure your new directory 
and network operating system infrastructure is designed 
faster and meets recommended Microsoft practices. 

QStart is a service offering that provides your organisation with a fast track in 
migrating or upgrading to the latest directory and network operating system version. 
 
• Are you looking to migrate or upgrade? 
• Don’t know how to? 
• Does your in-house technical team need a knowledge update? 
• Under pressure from management to deploy the new infrastructure? 
• Worried you might have forgotten something? 
• Don’t have the full budget to design and implement the solution? 

 
If the answer to one or more of the above questions is yes, then your organisation is 
in need of Embrionic’s QStart for Active Directory. 

To give you a greater understanding, QStart for 
Active Directory is a series of interactive 
sessions, facilitated by a member of the 
Embrionic Project Management team, and will 
include some or all of the following: 
 
Vision and Scope 
In order to understand your company and 
requirements we will start by ascertaining your 
business and administrative requirements and 
assessing the potential risks. 
 
Current Environment 
The QStart team will need, with your assistance, 
to capture in-depth detail about your network 
infrastructure. An assessment will be undertaken 
to determine any outstanding pre-requisites for 
Active Directory. 
 
Active Directory Hierarchy 
The team will then, from the information 
obtained, build an Active Directory framework 
focusing on the following areas: Forest, Domain, 
Sites and Links, FSMO roles, global catalog 
implications, organisational unit planning, server 
placement, user and group (including query 
distribution groups) definition, naming standards, 
schema requirements, group policy 
configurations, administration and delegation. 

Network Services 
How does your organisation currently provide 
DNS, DHCP, and WINS? The team will make 
recommendations of how best to deploy these 
services as well as consider the benefit of 
Distributed File System and Shared Folders. 
 
Active Directory Co-existence and 
Migration 
If you are migrating from an older version of 
Active Directory or indeed a third party 
directory / network operating system we will 
discuss and outline co-existence implications 
with existing infrastructure, migration options 
and strategy as well as consolidation 
considerations. 
 
Server Configurations 
It is vital that you purchase the correct 
hardware, we will help you to specify the server 
hardware and storage requirements. In addition 
we will outline how to secure these servers. 
 
Operations and Management 
We close with reviewing any outstanding 
security issues and discuss operational issues 
such as backup and restore, business continuity, 
monitoring and on-going management. 
 

QStart is an Embrionic 
initiative set up to help 
customers fast track a specific 
infrastructure area such as 
Active Directory or Exchange. 
It is aimed at customers who 
wish to kick off their 
infrastructure deployment 
providing a solid foundation 
built around Microsoft 
recommended practices from a 
company that is very familiar 
with such deployments and 
with the knowledge to avoid 
the pitfalls such projects may 
bring about. 

Design 

Implement 

Manage 

Safeguard 

QStart for Active Directory 
includes: 
 

� Infrastructure assessment 

� Active Directory high level design 

� Forest, Domain and Sites 

� Organisational Unit design 

� Global catalog placements 

� Co-existence and migration 
strategies 

� Security and server hardening 

� Naming standards 

� Group policies 

� Administration and Delegation 

� Business continuity 

� Microsoft recommended 
practices 

 
and much more. 
 
 

energising IT for business  
embrionicConsult
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